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DETAILED ACTION 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 



1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for 
all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

This application currently names joint inventors. In considering patentability of 

the claims under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), the examiner presumes that the subject matter of 

the various claims was commonly owned at the time any inventions covered therein 

were made absent any evidence to the contrary. Applicant is advised of the obligation 

under 37 CFR 1 .56 to point out the inventor and invention dates of each claim that was 

not commonly owned at the time a later invention was made in order for the examiner to 

consider the applicability of 35 U.S.C. 103(c) and potential 35 U.S.C. 102(e), (f) or (g) 

prior art under 35 U.S.C. 103(a). 

2. Claims 1 , 4-7, 9, 1 0, 1 2, 24, 26-30, 32, 33, and 35 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Wenig et al. (U.S. Patent No. 6,286,298) and 
Sellers et al. (U.S. Patent No. 5,31 1,438). 

3. Wenig renders obvious independent claims 1 and 24 by the following: 
"...receiving environmental audit information..." at col. 7, lines 65-67, col. 6, lines 24-28, 
and col. , lines 56-58. 

"...accessing a predetermined set of environmental audit protocols..." at col. 3, lines 43- 
52, col. 1, lines 56-58, and col. 8, lines 25-32. 
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"...associating said audit information with at least one of said environmental audit 
protocols..." at col. 6, lines 24-28, col. 1, lines 56-58, and col. 8, lines 25-32. 
Wenig does not teach the use of environmental audit records. 

4. However Sellers teaches the use of environmental audit records as 
follows: 

"...to form an environmental audit record..." at col. 153, lines 33-35 and col. 174, lines 
23-36. 

"...and storing said environmental audit record..." at col. 153, lines 33-35 and col. 174, 
lines 36-39. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill at the time of the invention to 
combine Sellers with Wenig to provide an audit record in order maintain a list on the 
individual audit actions to determine the environmental state of a manufacturing process 
and to determine the changes of the environmental state over a period of time. Wenig 
and Sellers have similar applications and use many technologies in common. Wenig 
and Sellers teach the use of computers, the use of databases, the use of the audits, the 
use of environmental information, and the access to information. Wenig provides 
receiving environmental audit information and using protocols and Sellers provides the 
environmental audit record. 

5. As per claim 26, the "...enabling said quality assurance reviewer...," is 
taught by Sellers at col. 16, lines 66-68 and col. 153, lines 36-37, 

the "...to designate the review status...," is taught by Sellers at col. 85, lines 53-54, 
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and the "...of said environmental audit record...," is taught by Sellers at col. 153, lines 
33-37 and col. 174, lines 36-39. 

For claim 26, Sellers teaches the review of status information. This teaching 
suggests the use of a review status. 

6. As per claims 4 and 27, the "...providing notification of said environmental 
audit record...," is taught by Sellers at col. 27, lines 56-59, col. 153, lines 33-35, and col. 
174, lines 36-39. 

7. As per claims 5 and 28, the "...associating one or more said environmental 
audit records to form an audit log...," is taught by Sellers at col. 153, lines 33-35 and col. 
174, lines 23-26. 

8. As per claims 6 and 29, the "...a plurality of environmental audit records 
are stored for a plurality of different facilities...," is taught by Sellers at col. 153, lines 33- 
35, col. 174, lines 36-39, and col. 35, lines 31-35. 

For claims 6 and 29, buildings are being used to represent facilities. 

9. As per claims 7 and 30, the "...a plurality of environmental audit records 
are stored for a plurality of contacts...," is taught by Sellers at col. 153, lines 33-35, col. 
174, lines 36-39, and col. 13, lines 32-35. 

10. As per claims 9 and 32, the "...said environmental audit record...," is 
taught by Sellers at col. 153, lines 33-35, 

the "...includes one or more types of information...," is taught by Sellers at col. 134, lines 
24-25, 
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the "...selected from the group consisting of a facility...," is taught by Sellers at col. 97, 

lines 34-35 and col. 35, lines 31-35, 

the "...a contact...," is taught by Sellers at col. 13, lines 32-35, 

the "...an author...," is taught by Sellers at col. 27, lines 21-23, 

the "...an audit team...," is taught by Sellers at col. 174, lines 36-39 and col. 16, lines 24- 
28, 

the "...record dates...," is taught by Sellers at col. 174, lines 36-39 and col. 62, lines 8- 
11. 

the "...who created the audit record...," is taught by Sellers at col. 27, lines 21-23 and 
col. 174, lines 36-39, 

the "...who last edited the audit record...," is taught by Sellers at col. 70, lines 5-6 and 
col. 174, lines 36-39, 

and the "...and comments...," is taught by Sellers at col. 70, lines 57-60. 

For claims 9 and 32, an author is the person who created the audit record. 

11. As per claims 10 and 33, the "...providing for the retrieval of said 
environmental audit records...," is taught by Sellers at col. 11, lines 43-45 and col. 153, 
lines 33-35, 

the "...indexed by one or more selected from the group consisting of a facility...," is 
taught by Sellers at col. 1 1 , lines 64-66, col. 97, lines 34-35, and col. 35, lines 31-35, 
the "...a contact...," is taught by Sellers at col. 13, lines 32-35, 
the "...an author...," is taught by Sellers at col. 27, lines 21-23, 
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the "...an audit team...," is taught by Sellers at col. 174, lines 36-39 and col. 16, lines 24- 
28, 

the "...record dates...," is taught by Sellers at col. 174, lines 36-39 and col. 62, lines 8- 
11, 

the "...who created the audit record...," is taught by Sellers at col. 27, lines 21-23 and 
col. 174, lines 36-39, 

the "...who last edited the audit record...," is taught by Sellers at col. 70, lines 5-6 and 
col. 174, lines 36-39, 

and the "...and comments...," is taught by Sellers at col. 70, lines 57-60. 

For claims 10 and 33, an author is the person who created the audit record. 

12. As per claims 12 and 35, the "...said set of environmental audit 
protocols...," is taught by Wenig at col. 8, lines 25-32 and col. 1, lines 56-58 and 

the "...comprise safety regulations maintained by OSHA...," is taught by Sellers at col. 8, 
lines 67-68, col. 9, lines 1-9, and col. 56, lines 50-52, 

13. Claims 2, 3, and 25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Wenig and Sellers as applied to the claims above, and further in view 
of Reuhl (U.S. Patent No. 5,873,069). 

As per claims 2 and 25, the "...to said environmental audit record...," is taught by 
Sellers at col. 153, lines 33-35 and col. 174, lines 36-39, 

the "...so that a quality assurance reviewer can access said environmental audit record 
and can add comments...," is taught by Sellers at col. 173, lines 56-59, col. 153, lines 
31-35, and col. 153, lines 42-47, 
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the "...to said environmental audit record...," is taught by Sellers at col. 153, lines 33-35 
and col. 174, lines 36-39, 

the "...said environmental audit record...," is taught by Sellers at col. 153, lines 33-35 
and col. 174, lines 36-39, 
but the "...restricting access..." 

and the "...but cannot otherwise modify...," are not taught by either Wenig or Sellers. 

However, Reuhl teaches the restricting of access to information as follows: 

"•..This unique data structure composed of relational tables 
allows the system to operate very efficiently while at the same 
time allowing for the implementation of security measures which 
restrict access of certain system users to particular data and 
tables..." at col. 8, lines 7-11. 

"...The CPTPRC screen 412 is query only; no price or other 
changes can be made..." at col. 14, lines 22-24. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill at the time of the invention to 

combine Reuhl with Wenig and Sellers to restrict access to an audit record in order 

maintain the integrity of the audit record. Wenig, Sellers, and Reuhl have similar 

applications and use many technologies in common. Wenig, Sellers, and Reuhl teach 

the use of computers, the use of databases, the use of environmental information, and 

the access to information and Wenig and Reuhl teach the use of networks. Wenig 

provides receiving environmental audit information and using protocols, Sellers provides 

the environmental audit record, and Reuhl provides limiting the access to the 

information. 

14. As per claim 3, the "...enabling said quality assurance reviewer...," is 
taught by Sellers at col. 16, lines 66-68 and col. 153, lines 36-37, 
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the "...to designate the review status...," is taught by Sellers at col. 85, lines 53-54, 
and the "...of said environmental audit record...," is taught by Sellers at col. 153, lines 
33-37 and col. 174, lines 36-39. 

For claim 3, Sellers teaches the review of status information. This teaching 
suggests the use of a review status. 

15. Claims 8, 11, 31, and 34 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Wenig and Sellers as applied to the claims above, and further in view 
of Barry et al. (U.S. Patent No. 6,615,258). 

As per claims 8 and 31, the "...providing access to said environmental audit 
records...," is taught by Sellers at col. 153, lines 33-37 and col. 174, lines 23-36, 
but the "...via a hierarchical, expandable list...," is not taught by either Wenig or Sellers. 

However, Barry teaches the use of a hierarchical, expandable list as follows: 

",,.The OE server 39 further maintains a database 160 for 
storing all the users registered with the system of the present 
invention, and their security information such as passwords and 
application entitlements and hierarchies describing the user's 
access privileges to specific application services/sub-services 
which may be requested by other application servers and clients 
in the network." 

'•..The menu options 1506 include: file menu options which 
includes a select enterprise option for allowing administrators 
to open a user list for a different enterprise, or add a new 
enterprise to their enterprise list, print option, and exit 
option which shuts down the OE application; edit menu option 
which includes add new application, modify, and delete options; 
options menu which enables a global security setup for various 
data management applications; view menu which includes options 
to refresh the screen by retrieving the latest user list for the 
opened enterprise from the OE server and displaying the list on 
the screen, to expand all nodes in the user list, and to 
collapse all nodes in the user list; and help menu option which 
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launches the help engine with OE help text../' at col. 16, lines 
45-58. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill at the time of the invention to 
combine Barry with Wenig and Sellers to provide an hierarchial, expandable list of users 
in order provide different users and different sets of users specified privileges to specific 
sets of environmental records and subsets of environmental records. Wenig, Sellers, 
and Barry have similar applications and use many technologies in common. Wenig, 
Sellers, and Barry teach the use of computers, the use of databases, the use of 
environmental information, the access to information, and the use of audit information 
and Wenig and Barry teach the use of networks, the use of protocols, the use of 
servers, and the use of clients. Wenig provides receiving environmental audit 
information and using protocols, Sellers provides the environmental audit record, and 
Barry provides hierarchical, expandable lists and interviews. 

16. As per claims 1 1 and 34, the "...providing administrator access to said 
environmental audit records...," is taught by Sellers at col. 8, lines 63-64, col. 153, lines 
33-37 and col. 174, lines 23-36, 

the "...to interview...," is taught by Barry at col. 40, lines 51-53, 
the "...review...," is taught by Sellers at col. 14, lines 56-57, 
the "...update...," is taught by Sellers at col. 18, lines 40-42, 

and the "...and modify said environmental audit record...," is taught by Sellers at col. 17, 
lines 57-58, col. 153, lines 33-37 and col. 174, lines 23-36. 
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17. Claims 1 3-1 8, 20, 21 , 23, 36-41 , 43, 44, and 46 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Wenig et al. (U.S. Patent No. 6,286,298), 
Sellers et al (U.S. Patent No. 5,31 1,438), and Reuhl (U.S. Patent No. 5,873,069). 

1 8. Wenig renders obvious independent claims 1 3 and 36 by the following: 
"...receiving environmental audit information..." at col. 7, lines 65-67, col. 6, lines 24-28, 
and col. , lines 56-58. 

"...accessing a predetermined set of environmental audit protocols..." at col. 3, lines 43- 
52, col. 1, lines 56-58, and col. 8, lines 25-32. 

"...associating said audit information with at least one of said environmental audit 
protocols..." at col. 6, lines 24-28, col. 1, lines 56-58, and col. 8, lines 25-32. 

Wenig does not teach the use of environmental audit records and restricting 
access to information. 

1 9. However Sellers teaches the use of environmental audit records as 
follows: 

"...to form an environmental audit record..." at col. 153, lines 33-35 and col. 174, lines 
23-36. 

"...and storing said environmental audit record..." at col. 153, lines 33-35 and col. 174, 
lines 36-39. 

"...to said environmental audit record...," at col. 153, lines 33-35 and col. 174, lines 36- 
39. 
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"...so that a quality assurance reviewer can access said environmental audit record and 
can add comments...," at col. 173, lines 56-59, col. 153, lines 31-35, and col. 153, lines 
42-47. 

"...to said environmental audit record...," at col. 153, lines 33-35 and col. 174, lines 36- 
39. 

"...said environmental audit record...," at col. 153, lines 33-35 and col. 174, lines 36-39, 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill at the time of the invention to 
combine Sellers with Wenig to provide an audit record in order maintain a list on the 
individual audit actions to determine the environmental state of a manufacturing process 
and to determine the changes of the environmental state over a period of time. Wenig 
and Sellers have similar applications and use many technologies in common. Wenig 
and Sellers teach the use of computers, the use of databases, the use of the audits, the 
use of environmental information, and the access to information. Wenig provides 
receiving environmental audit information and using protocols and Sellers provides the 
environmental audit record. 

Sellers does not teach the restricting access to information. 

20. However, Reuhl teaches the restricting of access to information as follows: 
"...restricting access..." at col. 8, lines 7-11. 
"...but cannot otherwise modify...," at col. 14, lines 22-24. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill at the time of the invention to 
combine Reuhl with Wenig and Sellers to restrict access to an audit record in order 
maintain the integrity of the audit record. Wenig, Sellers, and Reuhl have similar 
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applications and use many technologies in common. Wenig, Sellers, and Reuhl teach 
the use of computers, the use of databases, the use of environmental information, and 
the access to information and Wenig and Reuhl teach the use of networks. Wenig 
provides receiving environmental audit information and using protocols, Sellers provides 
the environmental audit record, and Reuhl provides limiting the access to the 
information. 

21 . As per claims 14 and 37, the "...enabling said quality assurance 
reviewer...," is taught by Sellers at col. 16, lines 66-68 and col. 153, lines 36-37, 
the "...to designate the review status...," is taught by Sellers at col. 85, lines 53-54, 
and the "...of said environmental audit record...," is taught by Sellers at col. 153, lines 
33-37 and col. 174, lines 36-39. 

For claims 14 and 37, Sellers teaches the review of status information. This 
teaching suggests the use of a review status. 

22. As per claims 15 and 38, the "...providing notification of said 
environmental audit record...," is taught by Sellers at col. 27, lines 56-59, col. 153, lines 
33-35, and col. 174, lines 36-39. 

23. As per claims 1 6 and 39, the "...associating one or more said 
environmental audit records to form an audit log...," is taught by Sellers at col. 153, lines 
33-35 and col. 174, lines 23-26. 

24. As per claims 17 and 40, the "...a plurality of environmental audit records 
are stored for a plurality of different facilities...," is taught by Sellers at col. 153, lines 33- 
35, col. 174, lines 36-39, and col. 35, lines 31-35. 
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For claims 17 and 40, buildings are being used to represent facilities. 

25. As per claims 18 and 41 , the "...a plurality of environmental audit records 
are stored for a plurality of contacts...," is taught by Sellers at col. 153, lines 33-35, col. 
174, lines 36-39, and col. 13, lines 32-35. 

26. As per claims 20 and 43, the "...said environmental audit record...," is 
taught by Sellers at col. 153, lines 33-35, 

the "...includes one or more types of information...," is taught by Sellers at col. 134, lines 
24-25, 

the "...selected from the group consisting of a facility...," is taught by Sellers at col. 97, 

lines 34-35 and col. 35, lines 31-35, 

the "...a contact...," is taught by Sellers at col. 13, lines 32-35, 

the "...an author...," is taught by Sellers at col. 27, lines 21-23, 

the "...an audit team...," is taught by Sellers at col. 174, lines 36-39 and col. 16, lines 24- 
28, 

the "...record dates...," is taught by Sellers at col. 174, lines 36-39 and col. 62, lines 8- 
11, 

the "...who created the audit record...," is taught by Sellers at col. 27, lines 21-23 and 
col. 174, lines 36-39, 

the "...who last edited the audit record...," is taught by Sellers at col. 70, lines 5-6 and 
col. 174, lines 36-39, 

and the "...and comments...," is taught by Sellers at col. 70, lines 57-60. 

For claims 20 and 43, an author is the person who created the audit record. 
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27. As per claims 21 and 44, the "...providing for the retrieval of said 
environmental audit records...," is taught by Sellers at col. 11, lines 43-45 and col. 153, 
lines 33-35, 

the "...indexed by one or more selected from the group consisting of a facility...," is 
taught by Sellers at col. 1 1 , lines 64-66, col. 97, lines 34-35, and col. 35, lines 31-35, 
the "...a contact...," is taught by Sellers at col. 13, lines 32-35, 
the "...an author...," is taught by Sellers at col. 27, lines 21-23, 

the "...an audit team...," is taught by Sellers at col. 174, lines 36-39 and col. 16, lines 24- 
28, 

the "...record dates...," is taught by Sellers at col. 174, lines 36-39 and col. 62, lines 8- 
11, 

the "...who created the audit record...," is taught by Sellers at col. 27, lines 21-23 and 
col. 174, lines 36-39, 

the "...who last edited the audit record...," is taught by Sellers at col. 70, lines 5-6 and 
col. 174, lines 36-39, 

and the "...and comments...," is taught by Sellers at col. 70, lines 57-60. 

For claims 21 and 44, an author is the person who created the audit record. 

28. As per claims 23 and 46, the "...said set of environmental audit 
protocols...," is taught by Wenig at col. 8, lines 25-32 and col. 1, lines 56-58 and 

the "...comprise safety regulations maintained by OSHA...," is taught by Sellers at col. 8, 
lines 67-68, col. 9, lines 1-9, and col. 56, lines 50-52, 
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29. Claims 19, 22, 42, and 45 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Wenig, Sellers, and Reuhl as applied to the claims above, and further 
in view of Barry et al. (U.S. Patent No. 6,615,258). 

As per claims 19 and 42, the "...providing access to said environmental audit 
records...," is taught by Sellers at col. 153, lines 33-37 and col. 174, lines 23-36, 
but the "...via a hierarchical, expandable list...," is not taught by either Wenig, Sellers, or 
Reuhl. 

However, Barry teaches the use of a hierarchical, expandable list as follows: 

*...The OE server 39 further maintains a database 160 for 
storing all the users registered with the system of the present 
invention, and their security information such as passwords and 
application entitlements and hierarchies describing the user's 
access privileges to specific application services/sub-services 
which may be requested by other application servers and clients 
in the network," 

\ . . The menu options 1506 include: file menu options which 
includes a select enterprise option for allowing administrators 
to open a user list for a different enterprise, or add a new 
enterprise to their enterprise list, print option, and exit 
option which shuts down the OE application; edit menu option 
which includes add new application, modify, and delete options ; 
options menu which enables a global security setup for various 
data management applications; view menu which includes options 
to refresh the screen by retrieving the latest user list for the 
opened enterprise from the OE server and displaying the list on 
the screen, to expand all nodes in the user list, and to 
collapse all nodes in the user list; and help menu option which 
launches the help engine with OE help text../' at col. 16, lines 
45-58. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill at the time of the invention to 
combine Barry with Wenig, Sellers, and Reuhl to provide an hierarchial, expandable list 
of users in order provide different users and different sets of users specified privileges 
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to specific sets of environmental records and subsets of environmental records. Wenig, 
Sellers, Reuhl, and Barry have similar applications and use many technologies in 
common. Wenig, Sellers, Reuhl, and Barry teach the use of computers, the use of 
databases, the use of environmental information, and the access to information, Wenig, 
Sellers, and Barry teach the use of audit information, and Wenig, Reuhl, and Barry 
teach the use of networks. Wenig provides receiving environmental audit information 
and using protocols, Sellers provides the environmental audit record, and Barry 
provides hierarchical, expandable lists and interviews. 

30. As per claims 22 and 45, the "...providing administrator access to said 
environmental audit records...," is taught by Sellers at col. 8, lines 63-64, col. 153, lines 
33-37 and col. 174, lines 23-36, 

the "...to interview...," is taught by Barry at col. 40, lines 51-53, 
the "...review...," is taught by Sellers at col. 14, lines 56-57, 
the "...update...," is taught by Sellers at col. 18, lines 40-42, 

and the "...and modify said environmental audit record...," is taught by Sellers at col. 17, 
lines 57-58, col. 153, lines 33-37 and col. 174, lines 23-36. 

Conclusion 

31 . Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Harold E. Dodds, Jr. whose telephone number is 
(703)-305-1802. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday 8:00 - 
4:30. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John E. Breene can be reached on (703)-305-9790. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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